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Untilthe 19th c€ntury th€ only sure basis of wealth and power in lreland lay in
the lossssion of land. codtry houks and their denesnes, beins th€ ho6es of
lhe rulins cla$es, were rhe physical manifestadon of this weahh and power and

nuch more. Ior centuries they were the centres f.om which land was

adninistered and o€anised and the fo.us of social and polirical life. Inevitably,

rheir impacr on the landscale has bem profound and their survivins lesa.y of
archnecture, furnishings and omamental landscaping conslitutes a key
component of lrelandt posr-m€diev3l heritaEe.

In Fingal this heritage has sadly dininished ove. the past half century wirh the

Ios of many hous$ includins santry Coun, Kenlc Park and Tuoey. No.erheless,

Finsal can still boast lhc nationally import.rt properries of Malahide,
Lurt ellsroM and Ho{th and a whole host of othu significant houas, such as

Newbridse, tudsillar, Sed6eld, Famleish and Raftbeale. Thes and other hou*s
provide us wnh ample data !o examine rhe developmenr of FingalS colnry houss
and desiBned landscapes.

The Eme.gene of the Country House

Colntry houses fisr appeared in keland durins rhe 17th century, nor as a

responsc to somc prevailins fashion, but !o satisfy new social values, relarionships

and attitudes. A new class consciousnes was entering the country replacins the

mutually slpporiive close-kin andcaretully s.aduated hou*holds of the nedieval
€ra. Privacy was not a major consideration of tb€s m€di€val holscholds and

bods tended b be few in number, inclusive and multifunctn,nal. Now there was

a growing separation of hoily from sedanrs with coftspondine denands for
privacy and exchsivenes. Rooms became more spe.ialisi in function and nore
numerous, whikt buildinss exparded hori&ntally using differenr plans to m*t
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Alrhoueh Flnsal w$ cld* rc 
'. 

civiLizing influ.neol Dublin znd lols
.nioyr'<l i Jtgft ofiibiliry trcr bcitrs *ithin thc P:lc, $c &r w* slos td

cnFsc in nN.odnry hou$ buil'lins. Continuiry otlind o*idship mc n
. old [islkh fin ]i.s, su.h as thc TalboE andtht 8rd.*rlL, ichin.d th.ir

posirioi, hur tr rh.y had d..p roob iD rhs r<dirYil -", niy havc b*n
rlucntrtro npidlych sc lh.n old lifcsyl.s. L ws a..inly he $i in$ea,l
d'.'. nns n-n ,oud'r hou\r. _hc) prfrrcd rc rd,l $ns. or.'nr' ^ro b
$en dkdns n"no( Dr crsl.s. This am.in€d $e s.reri pan h *nhin
FingJ 

'rousLour 
Ac lTrhrtnnl+

A iikj'lc .x.mple ot lhis lin,l nf picalul &hn&rur"l .voltr otr s
Mr!.hidccirlc, hom. of fi. Talbot hmily fron tl74 until 1976. Hmthr
late l2thantury lcr' susiyca r lhr cort of c tsid.tr!:, iti fitrt flmr now

c.nuining $c oali @on, firoB for i$ litrcly 6fl.d ebony{olour.d pincllilB

or hBdy tTtl ..ntuq J r. fte rdiidr Gc"t H3ll, idd.d aEUd 1475. iko
suryi!6,conpl.t wi ks utrdcdrc( thoush its rcof. windows rd gJl.ry
v'r..1 -aJ.Jin+" le'hrnruq. lhe n'ror, %1' or r on in 

'."unr'hou* dtrri',s rht nrly lTrh lEtury was accomp.nira hy ih. btri1Ji4 of i
subshnriil Gns. on the ud sidc ind thc.dJkion of funh& rcDms on the

nodh{asiThe four bFiry hung clinbe( ofrhis wBr €r3. wrc rcplaad
br. p.ir ol linc ddwins 6ons Itrn a lre in 1760. Aound rLis rim! ri!
round co!trs Eq.E *cn 

"le 
dd.d ro Ais r.ns., sivins the hous i$ pGdr

rcqanric onl!-lilc cl'idft i
A n!'nb.r ol de ,06 .ounq hoDss u.r. .ls bdlt in rh! Fins2l rr., duins

ft. d / l7(h enn'ry. hui non€ hay. suoird. H.w.a wc do haE $n.
intomrti on th. m* @a*3bl! ol ih.* htrildin3i - &'zd fl Krskrda!,
This hrd bcn buih {ound l63t by sn Rkhad Bokon, Lod Chanallor ol
ldsnd end rmiDcd in dc hrnds oI hr dtrddrn6 unil bunt i! 1310. tr

sudiy.d a ! qddlifd n'in undl i( sis inexpli.ably d€molthld in 1973.

Fotulii.t pndr o rhis dft, ft h.d lFn $ cyed by llhuric cbic, $ w.
[no* n hiJ No rorcF ovs i €isd hi€ru . and had ,n tnusul do$le piL
phn, snh srbl6 on .i.h faFd. ald rall proFains 3h.l$ m rhe sidB, $e lad.r
b.ing d(oEd wnh bi.k aErdins ,id pl,s.r p.tr&n6.

Hours .Dd D.sitncd lbdnrpd r66c1750
Finc.l hd ro w.n md1 rhe iaii ot fi. lsrh centory b€roE n rnn6id a

sisnifi.inr d.gd ofs!triiy hou$ buildin!. R.ddins rddiiiotu.sbblhhed
in rhc prvious entur), th.$ n.w housr iny i,hly LiJ p.n.ll.'l rcomq



axi:lly 3lisn€d in .nhhd.q,nb one room kdins thrcush into arcther in.
*qude ot dhrh6i6, strily rdoc.d in d.dr of inFnlnc. EiEnllln
ih.s hol$ dd.d b haE 6ll sllmdi.il .Ly ionr, with bh.d bi*m.nl\
$ep rmfs rnd dom.€d .ticr D.vies, su.h tr ru$ic.tions, bslu$mdm&
ni.h.n lusrrd suiioutrds.nd d.€p.$t quoilr w€F il trpic.lly employ.d to
.nlEi€ L\! 6uildinF, es@irlly ih. f6ni t cada, sdn ddd giviD* il'.i an

Fonrdmions wr. th. main foNs of dcoRnvc dirpl.y at $is nme,
minly b<au& lh.r wd" nomally rtu only fa@ ot rh. building lhr vd
eki61! b vnkofus ih.y rMlLa down ,h. $niglr iie line/ 1pp6ich.
Rieidt fomal lindsarins w,s of 6uii. ,n inqEl pifr of 6unt.y hous
d6i8tr unnl th. I7a0s,.nd 6id€ fromsntrclLd t€linedvishsrndrv.nu.q
rhah .-p-J!Ed 

'h. -dul'^ ol
byoft iho onronly inchd.d Ae soic lins at wid cn'ls , tcn.a,
.hl,ohret r.ns.'l bord.6, rirtcd.s, liwlin8 sens, orchards rnd
bosgueb or "!oild.m.$s' lomanenGl 8rcy.s pi.rc.d by {dkt, all rypic.lly

Fosed axiallr ound the hou$.
UndouhrcJly, rho nos spLddid .x,npl. of in erly 13th mrury hou* in

tlE Fins.l s us s'nrr court (Fisre l). BuiLt in 1703 by rlF rhird Lod
Brry of Sinny. $k ms a lallp nine.bay rcd brick manlion of No *oqs
dvr a ligh 6€*ncnr. rynh a pcaih.nd 6rall@ .nd a damfta anic
b.hind , raof p,r,pe. cuacd s*€ps ind winss wd. ddcd l,G, nci lik lr
in rh. r740s. rnremrll,,. rhe bdldi,l8 hid 3m , hishaili$ed rcoms

.nnsed in.nfilad.q m y {nh fi!. omamenred ceilinss, sone nchly sih.d,
in.oao-,ine andi,l b.ris,nJ .nslyin*. IB bll 2!d hrsnifient *hl2r
lonr dooi surtound, which h3d bc.tr .pprcichd by, monumen l flishr af
e.p6, wd $lv's.d 

'nd 
mowd b Dublin G$1.,sIE $e house w.s sun.d in

an aeid.ntl 6F bwrds the .nd of the la$ w..
Th. an "r sr a (ou' *d d.-

Iornil l,ndRpe di.d i 6thft rlown de,rh. Ii ir oicinil form t mdr.ii.'l
w,ll.d s.rd.ns, phnhions, s 1.4. wild*n.s and sn ehbonte *eb ot
.v u6ard yi3ca, includins.lone.v.nu! knoflai Th! Slops'rlign.doi
rhc nonh ca$ f4d. rd r wrt r on1l on lh..ortsp.ndins su wdr
ixh. The ivcnr yisb wis dsd by, monum.nhl coltrnn srmountd by

r c,iv.d *on phoenix - concmpor. iy with a v.ry sin ilrr .olu mn aecd in

h.s*on,l i.rpl. of c.1730, which hd b*n bmqii herc tom T.mphoaue



D.m6& by ih. Donvill. f.nily rtr.r lh!/ i 
'diEd 

iL. pop.ny in 175r: n

'* 
mov.d rim in $. hr r94& ro Ltrss,li in County !0icklow 1ltd Llidg

karin lhc I3ihantury ft"F!*{s,.tryw$ nNr.li*d dthk.w$
.dd.d, but in 1357 63 th. pomin.
.nsis!'l o r n,eE runr o b! old lotul t!.ruA. 9rdl'. Dub h coPd, on

.llowd rqftjns b &11 iflo dey eftq th.y acquiad &. sopcrty in $e
193&. A l,lscridium Ms buihii ft. as.m sror ot th. prk. qh.t n
eus.d eios doagq p,fticulady 6 ft! SbF , vhich Niffi hid rcplan@d

wi.l vcllingbnid arcund 1360. A. dt ffi ind wo.drnds of ft. p{k ana
ro b. maDa.d, ih.y.v.nrurlly s 6d to dkappcl!, whn. picnal hoEins
d.vdapmnr hs ..d ilb lh! l ds.rp.. Tod" only . &!a runp .l L!. old

lsyour row luryiv6, nohbly fie welLd F dfl, whi.h Fi4,l c.unty council

S.nEy Cod Mi nd ti. oily set hos or L\< 1660 17ao Frod ii rinsd
b [,v. dispr.rEd, Soe odds includ. Manrui, n*r Svold: G 1740,,

\adoM n Th. Niul lc.17l0) .nd T!ryq, n.r Donrb,t G.1630.1710[ 'lthfti simih in siz b $nry. 5 d.nolkh.d .! ftc.ntly a 1937 How.a .



ildi iobbry n2$bcarc H3lr 1r710.5o)j
(inyrly tsous 1r7r6)j N.{bnd3e ( r 747,52) ind s$frerd 1r 740s).

R{itRk Hiu,i* swot,ts, whi.h was tlriLr iiound r7r0, incorporarcr

oays oYs i ctr.d b:mt ,:id lik€
s.nry w6orsimlly Lad rn bi.k. bu( lhn *s aidecd i,r r[e r7j0s$h.n

b I d6j3i by Johi rE6 rr h6 $m
eny rsrh a u *an.r nmih ro on. in l..xlip csrle, srd supnh
ph$svo in .ft mmnn of rh. Fi. .ni t!rcrhe6. Lkrt. of i[e s/y gden

y in.he 17705.o b€ €drad qift .lr
prcr i*unlisii. ptrkhtrd. Ahhoue[ e'nc of the ircior rcoms w.r
modilied in tu r770s and i8qji ii I

mEh hi3hq +ari ho Rrhbare. r'
us buft r 1747.52 for Di Ch:ns Cnbb.. tra,Archbishop ofDubtii,rid
h* a sii 5ry no I4d. ol Mo r

Fnkuldly anndilc b/ a pi* {hLrr r&irs which Biv$ 
'hc 

build4 ii5
B th! ho$ was fho4h. o b. .h.

wo* of R{h d cr{k or c@.se s.mpr., br i .onvircins suftir [is
r (.d,. \. r\iF, J,m- cibb

b€s €prcsnrd in 
'he 

ircx by r-ov.r P4rccs voo,llalllls in cllnhaush, t'trr
rhis hd no! betr d.molis[ed. Ho!.v.( s.ali.ld n.ar Donibft, ,h.rt nill

thE nrl! oI ft{rt! shool. jrwsbuilt
d hs a svo bzy rrort of tha. $orcF

ovar ni$d b:snEni donin.e,l byi m.siv.prdimorc,l Dori. po{i.o r,
knpL Lik! flisk df iqi vhnh Ld3

inro an inprc$i!€ so ltoEy h3lL ,hn o(uri€s ihr tulld€orh of lh. houq
wtrh {hdoN. a. €rch .nd. 5 coonunic*itrc bil.ony :rd *3lh d*otrBl
pnh cli$ic.lBri!.ille painniss dded ircmd 1730. Th. tomd srounJs

mounda craboEr Frdcm, bs rq
Ar Howlh cr$le. ph.rc suGh ni! L !d dnions *r nad. ro ilt builditrs

inpEsivdy rll bech h.dgine lirins irs hE^{rhs nsula! waLks, wd



mov.d in,h r97ft. Abnd\.y. P$Pdivc al th.3ard.ns, tsiD&d round
1740.ii1lh,nss itr ihe hou*t thir J.pic( in wondqrll ddailth. toKout,
rnqis, carn {wi,h sw,n, aid fle

R.!rtiFblr tsEriild snrdm pi,
whft r.m,L sfda, o! LldqF s.hchd oI t[. 1660 1740 Poion h.t nou

llnishal, onc h4 b tly on nrp6, .onteoPodry iao!ft and 3rchzslosiol
.vidcn.. ro di$ovd $.n orisii,l lo'm. Thn i w.ll d.morimi.d n
BKldd*ovn (BKkdcnsoi or Bnck ntovn), $ rh. wsi or Srordi
whG onlr cmh*ork i€inow$aiy.ofwh us udoubhbly dE non
.hboi.a fon,l land<apr in colniy Dublin c(*cd b.Nen 1704 rnd

1721 br Roben, fid v$oud Mols$onh, this btout conbin.d two lons

(nils, a sEn rcund b,sin, n$id.n wildo6*s dd bosqudq orchrds,.
salled F!d.n, i belved.E. Ercciq

bo'd.^"1d" -'' oId'ar! ,rn a
:nd *d, nohbly. pi$edoie oi tlt sorh sid. or thL ho s. Ths.
frmrletll. erdero had b€ond v.r) d.nudcd by l9l2 whor th! lalcr ihd
soKy sly lsrh atuury hou* v13 bumi .s the rc h of. f.milt f.ud

Hawewi flom lh( cliacne oi Rcqu.! 1760 nlp, th. rlla3 ald 1374

Ordnznrt su .y 
'n.ps, 

plss unu$ally denik,l a<ou 5 in iht Males*onh
pip.s, w. €n Ko!*rud i( fomcr d6is sith 1 sood d€c oI n.uccv

Houss rnd Ddisncd Lind rioa 175uBas
Nlo dssi.ish Ls.m. $e donina $y1. tor country hou* in ehErI&h
ltniur] .n'l b/ 1770, it nor b.fore, the Rocd.o $yL. h.d ben ddvcn lrom

fashionibl. inrcrios. N$siald.ninds le'l ro moG.ofrpid houti wnh

dcption rcoms b.ins di*ibu€d in oon5 Eihd 
'hi. 

drfrbds, u llv

rcsrd upo! a eft.l sland *ai&a* or h.lL. Gound n@r rens es.d h
bt pl.cd one ci,!d b*meni, b.drcoM wcc moved rp*.i6a'd a qig.

olo ufllo ntr) n oor
ippe .nc. ExEmallr lalg( rindovt bo*, sh1lloln rcok nd fanlislr
.ll b<zmc *,nd.rd fetu!6 F@nt lacidr ${ted to id$ ih.k doni'ane
*hihr s(rourdins rormal l!tulscaF wqc bcils aphc.d bv hnrikcd
pnkl{ds, whG phnihs and larout cflercd i srcvi4aPPrt.ii'ioi of.h<
pstanl b$ury of woonq n.r'los, $Gams ,nd [ilk

o!. of lhe sJ6t pcdnidlm ol n.o
iichidj:m66a on.H.moY.dbDublininlTsloifieinYnionolih!



nqry apFinri IiBt cdhnirsiond ol e Reenuq rhc Hon. John Berestonl,

io supsiircn'l ih. .or$rudion of 
'4 

d(k zad a cstoms Hos.. Tcn y. s

.l rnd exiend B.6fordt o*n hou$
Ibbdilk nsi M.lrhid.. c.ndotr mnsformed th. oll c.t70040 block.
.ddirs *L'le cur€d biys to aark iis $!cn bay lrom ald proyiding I lIg.
dcwins loom Nhh Admaqur p1.n. olk a,lin8 nd w.lh 

'leorskd
wnh hNls irsrpor.rins $med m.&llioni

Nq6r candon als d6isalJ r n. p.din.rcd d.si.il vill. all.'l
!m ro" i r_c4' fo' J. uoodn. on . Dubl n whok /l€r4cne Tl',', "-
sruving ex.nde or on. or lh. Eanr comFd rilhs buih in rh. ndcr'in'
dass3@u tu opiin dunng rl1. 1,rc I &h,nd edy 19 r enturi€s. Anofier
-\i,hp col.ud,r \' lJ. i,ro . l300 rlnrM-,L'd-

q d)arh.d didc c ihii i'eeonr6 i
iudho ol.dftn b.ws, indudiB. thre.b{y No{b4y.ndne hov. Urtil
Il@ y ! was r i. omam.nhl ninj!tuc pa.Lri'1, lp(ti,lly dsign.d ro
.T ,,.r 

'h, 
p,.,,K4( qurl.'y or 

'h. 
b ld,ns,li u.fo tr-e.elr,\r dre

6,s no! betr cnsulfcd r houinsd.ELopm.n6.

ii Fjng,l rhe rmoddlinsi',1342 ofKduF Prk, by.h. chnd C@ry.

euccd I2*d pile [id rhe,n oL snn'l r,ndotr hDu$ in rhe sryle of Nsht,
carlrci Hous Teiiace. Ii conFine,l.omc or lh. cou!ryt nos nagnili..n y

aDDoined .hanbe6, indudiDs a vat bFlh srno* hil vith s,*olii w.l1s

and inpcri,l s'j as. in th. hous a E. Aound wer. ar:ns.d a {!ts or
rincd cx(p,iooilly his[ qunnr Ro.co

plisruo*, r[. wolk of Robefl r0€!, Irom th. ea ier buildins koovn ag

Rtrsh Hous 11730 *iih eddnion:ofc.r7J5 60 dr3273).AILLndwsonc,
,hi,n po,,.o. \hJr fo lohty ih,a

bday ahids i ho!si,,g st t t[.t.ov.n what had orcc b€en . h*utitully
l.id$er'.d p k, hoa*hs fin.w@d
r plLl ( srotr l $irh n,ny ni. tes aid shrubs.

An €mssins spnn or loDaninkF i! a(hitdE Junns lhc lau 1&h
edury ws rtn!ftd in rhr u! of gorhi. in cadiq hoffs. Th. rc'nodeLlLns ot
Mrlxhidc cr$h .rcMd 1760 s pob.bly the c. n$ €rampl. or 

'hn 
jn Finsn.

on€ or6.sF {poEds or lhe style, Richnd Mdrisdn, who w$ als. onr o,
candoi\ pupils, !n"d , fom of cdhic fai hh dioslm$nc.ndnc. sncs o
How$ cr$h lcr8r0l. Hs Tudo.rq



winsiM rlr sibfu yird Jre much hFr 3.d.rc tr]islcd b !a$ t, rhc ca y
1340s, i.dgllm G$lc,nqr BrlEiA$n. orisnrlly. iyn,nttel n!$JJsicrl
brildiDsof c.l7ll3.ill.d r6pd Hors, w.scnhl8 dinrCo,icnyletosrrd5
r .nd ol 'lt N.polo . Vr. tmb.llishm.nb irludd nish $ lc t'.nhhlnq

crov{r$E.l snblins, hdd mouldinst sdth. rthls rtul tltr 
'dndomdicn 

of
rhd(n'hlli,w inbi romJ rowft by the iddirior oli.uh nmi lhc didns
mn rc'.iir i'n,e mrhssood prnelli's. incor|i,h,iiEr[.TrylolrLhil's6r,
€ncd in 1339brrh! lhLi.n cuinli.i borhfrs

Th.li'rvanhi. blfll.fr.n,eJ county hoNe in Firarl, indltd in rhc whole of
CorD,y DubliD, is Ltr(clkrown, n.ar Clonsill.lFisur.2t ft wd btrin 1..und
1787'9.1 .orllctrry Lu(Ell. ttE sq)nd tun ol clhrnptutr .nd tu.rchier
mir Lnr \f" Th. .s \rnJby. , rffind ot c.nd. n ln r rr .oD pn{ \r
principxl mtr!+s it icuk .nsl* $ onc ruhq joi'trd 6y i sl'.ncr dnst .n tht
!:$, Th. $utl'.ans. wl,i.h 1 rs r.ms pr*hDd rnd rlk snc otr prrem
dsis..dNNrd 1..1360),nrslnmdricalcomnosnbnof hlssslu ehaded
.nd poituel wi' ows. s'mouniins binlsmo$ iid !n .r t oa rolnJ d'l
Fnr3n'rl rutrcb. Tnc nonb ranBc Ruli6 thc snc of 'lt srlin hous - l



mdid,l niior rd blgl Tudar-l.oben pih. ,l on6i6 $e .nEc, which

w:s Ebui[ io $! r 360! vnh r uslr tur ot sL Tuddj'rh porh .nd bwri
lnwnalu svdil ot $. Lunrelhtou! rcons w( (modclhd md

EdaoEEd by H!!ry tuhn.,6$r Bron Ann.ln whG fi$.i Luk. vhic
hd *quir.d rhe prcpeny 

'n 
1799, which h. rcmmcd voodh 5. Funher

EmodelLins took pla( in lhc l9J0s rnd.arl] 1960s whff (h. Londo.
rk ro! Aillo Plunkcl lhc owncr frod

r9l0 s3. How.v.( n,dy 1790s f.rturcs suriv.. troiiblyth. phseqolk in

ft b.lnmm, lihBry, ionq hrll and 'hncas. soic ol ihk hs 1 madi.l
ov{bnr, suc[ as . in.oe.6rioi of hnes r ih€ pila$ss of th€ hrllrcomr

tro ,lo & rhe$ wer. int nded b Gfld ths <o Eln of ciihanpron\
milihly . d ind hn pasnion d li.ftiinrsendal ot fte Li,h Odnznc.

or 
'h. 

l ? &h ,.d qnb lc'h ( ur"
Ldrallsrovd was dcisn.d ro *rd rc or asdkd F!d5 aod Mlld
Fd.ns ard bc adoi lrcm nuldpl. pnsFiive icros tollms otrkhnd,
Eulo8k.n by lsth .nd 19$ crtury

s oir oI ih. b$teximpGs ofhl8errl€
]&h aNury hn,l$Rpirs in Lebld. jt &hi.vcd iB p.snt lom du.iis rhc

ehn€tu or canE! RNco
'nn. l'.'. lJnd,.,pr..'i,.d n r-r- 44. wh'., a I kp nd r ssnrrtr
lar 17r[*itury h]am. Th. ricirclLns woodh nds, bdb aod scns.n.lo$

lakc G.1740) aid i *ies ot folls. Amonsths€ are a cold b..h dssuilld 6
a Doric rtmpL G.1740), whs. M6 Ddliny dined or *wdl o(rsioii,rrd a

ftma (bL shim ruin knoM as th. Ru*ic,{rch k.1750), vhnh sprs r
'omJn 

i. sh 
' 
r ft. r .' ( 

" 
mdhnd, ofuhe dt '6n., \ou\rin F mde

Ludrcllsrown!irponirc. llrnot jutrin,hcqualnyolisFI|(l,DJnAis,
bui i! rhc t ft lh1t n rmin.d mdcftn ovd i peio,l ot oorc rha! No

''/1s. ro nod'f.r on,
N.Mnhi2ndinsihk, pd'nision wss sRnied in 2002 ror th! cocrudion or

oc.d*r61nd o .rLcilnl6,.ll of
whi.h $ill rcsultr (rp.,sbk damasee.tu phyrii hbdc and.haE.ft! or
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